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PART ONE -

HIKING

Hiking in Seoul: Bukhansan & Beyond.

From subway platform to granite summit, quiet forest trails and mountain food.

e Choose the route, not just the mountain; exposed summits are advanced.
e Check KNPS closures, daylight and weather before every hike.
e The five-minute station walk reaches the centre, not the summit.

THE CITY HAS A MOUNTAIN SIDE

A different Seoul, one train ride away

On a weekend train you may find yourself beside older walkers with trekking poles, friends carrying lunch and
hikers dressed for a much bigger day than yours. Mountains are woven into ordinary Seoul life. The pleasure is
not only a summit photograph: it is a cool forest path, a greeting on the climb and a meal after your boots are

back on safe ground.

One national park, two mountain areas

Exposed granite
Chains do not remove fall risk.

Bukhansan National Park includes the Bukhansan
and Dobongsan areas. Bukhansan is not a single
uniform trail, and Dobongsan is not a gentle
extension of it.

Baegundae (2#2LH), roughly 836-837 metres high, is
an exposed granite summit. Its handrails, queues

and steep final approach require serious judgement.

Wet rock & ice

Granite is not a city pavement

Choose lower paths or cancel.

There is no summit requirement

o Alower forest walk can be a complete day. Pick

terrain that matches the least confident member of
your group, not the strongest.

General difficulty labels below are route-choice
guidance, not a guarantee of accessibility, current
opening or safety. Turn back without
embarrassment.

Return before dark
A summit is always optional.

Rain, ice and strong winds can make exposed rock dangerous. Do not treat Baegundae’s chains as a beginner
attraction; choose a lower outing when conditions or experience do not fit.

The Ui-Sinseol approach, without the confusion

The 0|24 M (Ui-Sinseol Line) makes the Ui side practical from central Seoul. Transfer at Sinseol-dong, Bomun
or Sungshin Women’s University, then take the train north to Bukhansan Ui (§%t4t0[), the northern terminus.
Exit 2 is the official starting hint for the tourism centre, not a claim that the mountain starts at the station.
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Your first useful stop Advice before equipment

» 5F, Gwangnim (Gwanglim) Building, 52 Samyang-ro e Ask for route maps, multilingual advice, current trail

173-gil, Gangbuk-gu, Seoul. About 300 metres / five conditions and the exact entrance and return route.
minutes from Exit 2, according to Visit Seoul. Look The centre describes rental equipment,

for the fifth-floor centre, not the separate KNPS storage/lockers and a visitor lounge; availability and
Uiryeong support centre. rental terms need checking.

» Generally Tuesday-Sunday, 09:00-18:00; closed e The official 2026 tourism listing says a small
Mondays and on Seollal and Chuseok according to equipment-rental fee applies for foreigners. Do not
the newer visitor page. Call 1533-2608 to confirm rely on older “free rental” descriptions; confirm cost,
holiday arrangements. deposit, ID, sizes and return deadline directly.

Admission to the centreis listed as free.

Sinseol-dong Bomun Sungshin Women’s Univ. Bukhansan Ui
AEE 22 HAlojri 7 S3HA20)
Lines1/2 Line6 Line 4 Northern terminus - Exit 2

Ui-Sinseol Line - transfer points — north. Schematic transfer sequence only; intervening stations omitted. Exit 2 — about 300 m / five
minutes — fifth-floor hiking centre. Then plan the separate trailhead approach.

Light rail in the foothills.

Photograph: Benjamin Jeary - The rental station inside the Seoul Hiking Tourism Center (M2 =& SAt2HZMIE), about a five-minute walk
from Bukhansan Ui Station Exit 2. Rental availability, sizes, deposits and fees must be confirmed with the centre directly.

Seoul Hiking Tourism Center

Address 5F, Gwangnim (Gwanglim) Building, 52 Samyang-ro 173-gil, Gangbuk-gu, Seoul
Hours 09:00-18:00 (generally Tue-Sun; confirm holidays)
Phone 1533-2608

Five minutes is only the first connection
Allow substantial additional travel from the centre to your chosen trail entrance and summit. A taxi or walking
approach can change the day; ask where the actual trail begins and what remains after the train.

Centre visitor information & current rental policy =
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CHOOSE YOUR TERRAIN

Which hike fits today?

Select the kind of day you actually want. Every suggestion needs the current park notice, appropriate footwear
and a realistic return plan. Route names in Korean help you compare signs and ask the centre for advice.

Lower Sogwicheon valley - £3#H - Beginner-
oriented lower section

Yeongbong - ¥& - Intermediate - steep sections
¢ Aclimbing day, not a gentle ridge stroll. The

Choose a short forest outing rather than committing
to a summit. The lower valley still has uneven
surfaces; agree a turnaround point with the hiking
centre and check the current access notice. Do not
continue uphill simply because other hikers do.

Haroojae-Yeongbong section can be steep and
slippery. Match the route to your experience, use
suitable footwear and keep time and energy for the
descent.

Baegundae - 2Ll - Advanced - exposed granite  Jingwansa & Eunpyeong - ZI2tA}L - Cultural visit -

» Handrails and chains do not make the exposed choose gentle walking

summit easy. Wet or icy granite, queues and wind ¢ Give the temple and nearby hanok village time, then

increase risk. Visit Seoul’s particular Baegundae-Ui
Gugok itinerary is 9.98 km with a 4 h 20 min average;
that is not every route, your guaranteed time or a

choose only an open lower forest path that suits
you. This is a cultural day rather than a promised
accessible trail or summit circuit. Respect private

station-to-summit estimate. homes and temple-only areas.

Kind of day Suggestion Level What to know

Easy nature  Lower Beginner- Choose a short forest outing rather than committing to a summit.
Sogwicheon oriented lower The lower valley still has uneven surfaces; agree a turnaround point
valley - 2#H section with the hiking centre and check the current access notice. Do not

continue uphill simply because other hikers do.

Medium Yeongbong - &  Intermediate - A climbing day, not a gentle ridge stroll. The Haroojae-Yeongbong

climb = steep sections section can be steep and slippery. Match the route to your
experience, use suitable footwear and keep time and energy for the
descent.

Challenging  Baegundae - ¥  Advanced - Handrails and chains do not make the exposed summit easy. Wet or

summit 20 exposed granite icy granite, queues and wind increase risk. Visit Seoul’s particular
Baegundae-Ui Gugok itinerary is 9.98 km with a 4 h 20 min average;
that is not every route, your guaranteed time or a station-to-summit
estimate.

Temple & Jingwansa & Cultural visit - Give the temple and nearby hanok village time, then choose only an

forest Eunpyeong - &1 choose gentle open lower forest path that suits you. This is a cultural day rather

2tAb walking than a promised accessible trail or summit circuit. Respect private

homes and temple-only areas.

Lower Sogwicheon valley + £#¥ — official information —
Yeonghong - ¥& — official information —

Baegundae - ¥2L}| — official information —

Jingwansa & Eunpyeong - ZI2tAl — official information —

I On the website this is an interactive selector; every option is listed here. No GPS track or guaranteed time is given.
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A QUIETER ALTERNATIVE

Uiryeong: a forest walk with an entry system

20|-8Z (Uiryeong-gil) offers a quieter forest-road style outing between the Ui and Gyohyeon sides. It is not an
always-open shortcut through the park. Check the current KNPS service guide, the reservation calendar, weather
closures and which entrance your booking or walk-in arrangement uses.

Check before travelling Plan both ends

» The October 2026 review of KNPS guidance o Aforest road still involves distance and an approach.
distinguishes weekday walk-in access from Confirm whether you will return to the same
reservation requirements on weekends and entrance or finish at the opposite side, then save the
holidays. Operating arrangements and seasonal bus or rail connection.
entry cutoffs can change; the live notice controls. e The KNPS Ui Uiryeong support centre is a separate

» Use the foreign-language reservation route when park facility, not the fifth-floor Seoul Hiking Tourism
available. Save your confirmation and bring any Center. Do not navigate to one expecting the other’s
identification required by the current system. Do not rental desk.

assume a same-day place.

A gentle lower forest walk.

KNPS Uiryeong current service guide —

BEYOND BUKHANSAN
Five other mountains, five different days

Seoul’s smaller or more central hills can fit a shorter outing, but their names do not promise easy terrain. Choose
a specific lower route when you want a modest day; summit paths can be rocky, steep and crowded.
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Inwangsan - Q12 Achasan - OFXp2t

City-wall scenery and a close-up view of Seoul’s e Han River viewpoints and lower walking options.
roofline. Start by comparing approaches around Achasan Station on Line 5 is a useful starting search,
Gyeongbokgung or Dongnimmun stations; stairs and not the trailhead itself.

rocky upper sections still demand care. o Ask for the park entrance and choose a lower

A wall-side walk and a summit ascent are different turnaround if you do not want a longer ridge walk.

commitments. Check wall access and choose a
descent before heading up.

Ansan Jarak-gil - 9t Xj2HZ Dobongsan - =24t
Aforest/boardwalk option around Ansan, useful for e Dobongsan Station serves Lines 1 and 7. Save the
a gentler outing. Search the official Jarak-gil actual park entrance separately from the station.
entrance and compare access from Dongnimmunor e« The Sinseondae (AMECH) summit approach is rugged
the Seodaemun area. and exposed; choose lower paths if a steep granite
Boardwalk does not guarantee a step-free journey day is not suitable.

from every station, nor that every branch path is
open. Check the approach if mobility is important.

Gwanaksan - 2ot

Gwanaksan Station on the Sillim Line gives a useful
southern-Seoul starting point; look up the Seoul
Hiking Tourism Center Gwanaksan branch for local
advice.

The summit is challenging, not an automatic
continuation of a lower valley walk. Verify the
chosen entrance, course and return transport.

Official Seoul Trail routes and walking information —

NAVIGATE DELIBERATELY

Six checks before you follow a blue dot

KNPS is the first stop for park regulations, courses, entry times and closures. Naver Map and Kakao Map are
useful for the station, road approach and restaurant, but a suggested walking line is not permission to enter a
trail. Tranggle and Ramblr can offer user-contributed tracks; these may be old, off-route or unsuitable for current
weather.

1.

Pick a named course — Read the official description. Check start and finish, direction, difficulty and whether
the distance is one-way or for that specific whole itinerary.

. Check the live notice — Look for closures, fire-prevention restrictions, weather warnings, reservations and

seasonal entry cutoffs. Never bypass a barrier to match an app.

. Save Korean entry & exit names — Save the ranger/support point or trail gate, not just “Bukhansan”. In

Naver/Kakao compare the Korean name and road approach with the official course.

. Separate rail from hiking — Record station exit, local bus/taxi/walk and the true trailhead. The five-minute

centre walk is not a mountain-route duration.

. Download & share — Save a map or screenshot for offline use, with emergency markers and your planned

return. Share the route and a check-in time with someone.

. Set a turnaround — Leave time for descent, queues, rests and last transport. A published average is not your

pace; change the plan if the slowest person, weather or daylight requires it.
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KNPS official Bukhansan course directory —

THE HONEST NUMBERS

One published itinerary, not every Baegundae hike

Visit Seoul’s “Baegundae-Ui Gugok Trail” is a specific advanced itinerary, including Yeongbong and a return via
Yongammun and Doseonsa. Its published 9.98 km total and 4 hours 20 minutes average belong to that course
alone. They are not a one-way station-to-summit distance, a universal round trip or an achievable target for every

visitor.

Do not mix route figures

» Ashorter course beginning at a higher support point
excludes your journey there. A longer loop can add
climbing and a different descent. Compare the same
start, end and direction before comparing numbers.

» Thereis no generated GPS track or promised total
time here. Use the official course map and ask for a
current route suited to you.

See the exact 9.98 km advanced itinerary —

SAFETY & PACKING

Carry what the return journey needs

Call 119 for mountain rescue, fire or medical emergencies. State the mountain, trail, nearest numbered rescue
marker or sign, your location and what has happened. Save a location offline, but do not rely on a phone alone. If
thunder, strong wind, ice, slippery rock, fatigue or failing daylight changes the risk, abandon the summit goal.

Route & return

» Save the official open route, Korean trail entrance
and exit, last transport and a daylight turnaround
time.

Weather & closures

e Check KNPS notices and the forecast for rain, wind,
ice, heat and air quality; choose a lower route or
cancel when needed.

Grippy footwear & gloves

» Wear suitable hiking shoes; trekking gloves can help
on permitted handrail sections but do not remove
exposure risk.

Water & trail food

¢ Bring enough for your chosen day, with extra for
delays. Do not depend on a summit shop or
untreated stream water.

Warm layer & rain shell

» Carry a packable layer for wind and a weather-
appropriate shell; summit conditions differ from the
subway platform.

First aid & medication

e Take basic supplies, personal medicine and
emergency contact details. Know when to stop and
call 119.

Charged phone & power bank

» Download the map and carry spare power. Share the
plan with someone; signal and GPS accuracy are not
guaranteed.

Settle. Seoul - Hiking & Temples: Exploring Seoul’s Mountains and Buddhist Traditions

Daylight backup & waste bag

e Carry a small light for unexpected delays, not as
permission for an unplanned night hike. Pack out all
litter.
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Equipment for a prepared day; not a complete safety guarantee.

Hiking packing checklist — tick before you leave

[ Route & — Save the official open route, Korean trail entrance and exit, last transport and a daylight
return turnaround time.

U Weather & — Check KNPS notices and the forecast for rain, wind, ice, heat and air quality; choose a lower
closures route or cancel when needed.

O Grippy footwear & — Wear suitable hiking shoes; trekking gloves can help on permitted handrail sections
gloves but do not remove exposure risk.

O Water & trail — Bring enough for your chosen day, with extra for delays. Do not depend on a summit shop
food or untreated stream water.

O Warm layer & — Carry a packable layer for wind and a weather-appropriate shell; summit conditions
rain shell differ from the subway platform.

O First aid & — Take basic supplies, personal medicine and emergency contact details. Know when to
medication stop and call 119.

O Charged phone & — Download the map and carry spare power. Share the plan with someone; signal and
power bank GPS accuracy are not guaranteed.

O Daylight backup & — Carry a small light for unexpected delays, not as permission for an unplanned
waste bag night hike. Pack out all litter.

No alcohol before or during the hike
Do not drink before or during an exposed ascent or descent. A meal and makgeolli belong only after the entire hike
is safely finished, with a safe journey home. Alcohol is not appropriate on temple grounds.

Official weather forecasts and warnings —

SHARE THE MOUNTAIN

Small courtesies make narrow paths work

A quiet 2I'F35IM|R (annyeonghaseyo, hello) is enough when passing. Z&SHM|R (josimhaseyo, please be careful)
can be a kind warning. On narrow paths, communicate, pause at a safe wide point and let others pass without
pushing toward an edge. Do not race a summit queue or overtake on chain sections.
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Move with patience Leave nothing behind

» Keep voices and music low. Give climbing or e Carry out food wrappers, tissues and fruit peel. Do
descending hikers space; do not stop for photos not feed wildlife. Toilet access is limited; plan
where people need handrails or a safe foothold. around official facilities.

» Stay on marked open paths. Cutting corners ¢ Fires and cooking are restricted in national parks; do
damages vegetation and may lead to hazardous not bring a stove or light a fire assuming a picnic
terrain. Follow ranger instructions and closure spot permits it. Follow current park rules.
barriers.

Packed trail lunch; ingredients vary.

Gimbap on the trail; pajeon after the descent

A4 (gimbap), boiled eggs and fruit are practical packed food when you stop in a safe permitted place without
blocking the path. Bring your own water. Mountain restaurants after the hike offer a different ritual: rest, share
something warm and let the day settle.

What to look for on the menu A gentler finish

» M (pajeon): scallion pancake; Z X% (gamjajeon): ¢ Tea or coffee works just as well. Confirm ingredients
potato pancake; =55 (sundubu): soft tofu, often in for allergies and do not presume tofu dishes or side
a stew; =E2|= (dotori-muk): acorn jelly. Recipes dishes are vegetarian.
and ingredients vary. e Use current Naver/Kakao listings for restaurants

» 2HA2| (makgeolli) is a milky alcoholic rice drink, not near your actual exit, not an unrelated entrance
a sports recovery drink. It is optional, only after across the mountain. No named restaurant, live
safely completing the hike, and never for someone price or menu is promised here.

driving or needing to continue on hazardous terrain.
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After-hike meal only; alcohol is optional and never for an unfinished descent.

THREE DAYS, NOT A RACE

Combine a mountain with a little culture

These are planning themes, not timed itineraries. Confirm the temple’s permitted visitor areas, park opening and
any programme reservation first. A cultural visit does not make a difficult approach easy.

Jingwansa + Eunpyeong Hanok Village Ui train + a chosen Bukhansan course

» Make the temple your anchor, enjoy the nearby e Start with centre advice, then commit only to a
hanok neighbourhood respectfully and choose only confirmed route matching your ability and daylight.
a modest open forest walk. A useful first mountain- Doseonsa may be part of the chosen course, but its
culture day without a summit target. uphill approach is not a trivial five-minute add-on.

A booked temple stay

» Reserve a suitable Geumsunsa or other official
Templestay programme, confirm arrival instructions
and let the programme shape the day. Do not bolt a
strenuous summit onto a fixed check-in time.

SOURCES

Sources & verification - Hiking in Seoul: Bukhansan & Beyond

Reviewed October 2026. Check KNPS notices, reservations and temple programme pages before every visit.

e Visit Seoul: Bukhansan hiking centre, address, hours and rental-fee notice
https://english.visitseoul.net/nature/2024-SHTCbukhansan/ENPmt730g

e Visit Seoul: hiking centre visitor information and holiday closures
https://english.visitseoul.net/seoul-hiking/seoul-hiking-tourism-center-bukhansan/ENN50nnOf

e KNPS: Bukhansan official courses and park information
https://bukhan.knps.or.kr/front/portal/visit/visitCourseMain.do?menuNo=7020092&parkld=121500

e Seoul Hiking Tourism Center: downloadable route guide (September 2025; recheck current restrictions)
https://seoulhiking.or.kr/data/center_pdf/note_20250910180025416_01.pdf

¢ Visit Seoul: specific Baegundae-Ui Gugok advanced itinerary
https://english.visitseoul.net/seoul-hiking/Sweeping-views-of-Seoul-Baegundae%E2%80%93-Ui-Gugok-Trail/ENN042345
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e KNPS: Uiryeong service guide and current entry rules
https://reservation.knps.or.kr/contents/T/serviceGuide.do?parkld=B14

e KNPS: trail reservations
https://reservation.knps.or.kr/trail/searchTrailReservation.do

e Seoul: Dulle-gil / Seoul Trail
https://gil.seoul.go.kr/

e Korea Meteorological Administration: forecasts and warnings

https://www.weather.go.kr/w/eng/index.do
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PART TWO - TEMPLES

Visiting Korean Temples: Etiquette, Bowing &
Symbols.

A friendly visual guide to Seoul’s mountain temples and Buddhist traditions.

e These are active religious communities, not open-access sets.
o Arespectful secular visit is welcome in permitted areas; worship is optional.
e Book programmes and meals; do not assume casual visitors can join.

BEGIN WITH RESPECT

You do not need to be Buddhist to visit thoughtfully

Atemple can be a place to slow down, notice painted woodwork, listen from a respectful distance and meet a
quieter side of Seoul. You do not have to adopt a belief or imitate worship to be a good visitor. What matters is
remembering that people live, practise and pray here: a beautiful courtyard is also somebody’s religious home.

Welcome has boundaries Observation is participation enough

» Visit only areas open to visitors. A door standing e Aquiet nod, a short bow or simply waiting
open is not permission to enter monastic respectfully is fine. Do not feel compelled to perform
accommodation, a kitchen, an office or a private religious rituals, offer money or join chanting.
meditation room. ¢ Ask before photographing people or prayer spaces.

» Read signs and follow staff or monastic guidance. Do not treat a monk or nun as a photo opportunity.

Ceremonies, repairs and programme needs can
change visitor access.

e
Atemple entrance in the forest.

THREE MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES
Where to begin around Seoul

Use the linked official tourism or programme information to check directions and current arrangements. No
opening hours, guaranteed meal service or programme availability is invented here.
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Jingwansa - ZIZtAb

In the Eunpyeong/Bukhansan setting near
Eunpyeong Hanok Village; a rewarding first cultural
visit with a mountain backdrop and a reputation for
temple-food tradition.

Make the temple and neighbourhood a calm day.
Book any temple-food or Templestay experience
through official information; casual admission does
not include a meal.

Jingwansa - official tourism listing —

Geumsunsa - 2MA}

A mountain temple in the Gugi-dong area with
official Templestay programmes. It suits a
deliberately booked retreat rather than an
improvised drop-in overnight stay.

Confirm the walking approach, language, fee, dates
and arrival deadline in the official booking listing.
Programme content can change with weather and
temple circumstances.

Geumsunsa - official programme finder —

A SIMPLE GREETING

Hapjang, then a small bow

2% (hapjang) means bringing the palms together. Ettli (banbae) is a half-bow. Official Templestay guidance
describes hapjang banbae as a respectful greeting to a monk outdoors. It is a greeting you may choose, not a
requirement to practise Buddhism. A discreet nod or bow is also a considerate way to acknowledge someone.

Doseonsa + EMA}

¢ Onthe Uiside of Bukhansan. Visit Korea places it in
the mountain landscape; a hiking itinerary may pass
it, but reaching it from the train involves a
substantial uphill approach.

o Use the actual official directions and your selected
route. Do not confuse the short station-to-tourism-
centre walk with temple access, and do not presume
a shuttle or programme is operating.

Doseonsa - official tourism listing —

1 - Bring palms together

» Stand calmly with palms lightly together in front of

your chest, fingers pointing upward. Relax your
shoulders; do not turn the momentinto a
performance.

1 - &% Hapjang — palms together at chest

2 - Incline gently
o Keep the palms together and make a small forward
bow from the upper body, then return upright.

There is no need to kneel or do full prostrations for a
greeting.

2 - il Banbae — a small half-bow
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A greeting, not a demand for conversation
Do not interrupt someone chanting, meditating, working or speaking with others. If a monastic is occupied, let
them continue. Three full prostrations are optional religious devotion, not compulsory visitor etiquette.

Official explanation of hapjang & banbae —

WORDS, GENTLY OFFERED

A few respectful Korean phrases

A (seunim) is a respectful form of address for a Buddhist monk or nun. Speak softly, allow a response and
accept that conversation may not be convenient. Romanisation is a pronunciation bridge, not a substitute for
listening; showing the Hangul can help.

AL oHASIMIR. - Seunim, annyeonghaseyo. AL EA| oI R ENIR? - Seunim, jamsi
» Hello, Venerable / hello to a monk or nun. yeojjwobwado doelkkayo?

¢ Venerable, may | briefly ask a question?

ZHAFELLICE, - Gamsahamnida. ALZIE Hoj= EntR? - Sajineul jjigeodo doelkkayo?
» Thankyou. e May | take a photograph?

of7]0ll 07t ENK? - Yeogie deureogado

doelkkayo?

» May | enter here?
Korean Romanisation Meaning
Al oHAsHMR. Seunim, annyeonghaseyo. Hello, Venerable / hello to a monk or nun.
AL HA IR E7R?  Seunim, jamsi yeojjwobwado doelkkayo? Venerable, may | briefly ask a question?
ZEAFStL|C}. Gamsahamnida. Thank you.
AMZIE BT Ene? Sajineul jjigeodo doelkkayo? May | take a photograph?
07|10 S07Ix Eng? Yeogie deureogado doelkkayo? May | enter here?

ENTERING A LIVING TEMPLE

Ten small acts of consideration

The temple’s own signs and instructions take priority. General Templestay guidance recommends using side
doors for Dharma halls instead of the central entrance. Where the hall is open to visitors, enter quietly, remove
shoes and avoid disturbing people already practising.

At the hall door Inside and around ceremonies

» Remove shoes where required and leave them e Keep voices and phones quiet. Dress modestly and
neatly; do not carry dirt across the floor. Wear socks avoid blocking the altar, aisles or worshippers.
when appropriate and follow the posted Observe rather than copying gestures you do not
arrangement. understand.

» Use aside door where appropriate; do not assume ¢ Do notinterrupt chanting or meditation. Photograph
every building has the same entrance rule. Step only where permitted, especially inside prayer halls
over, not on, the raised threshold. If unsure or and during ceremonies; never presume no flash is
unsteady, ask for help instead of forcing entry. the only restriction.
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Outside the public courtyard

» Stay out of lodging and private quarters. Do not
touch ritual objects, statues or instruments simply
because they are visible.

» No alcohol or smoking on temple grounds. Keep
food and litter contained; ask where any permitted
eating area is rather than turning a courtyard into a
picnic spot.

Rule In practice

Shoes off

Side door & threshold
Quiet presence

Ask before photos
Private means private
No alcohol

No smoking

No compulsory prostrations

Official Templestay etiquette guidance —

READ THE PLACE, NOT A CHECKLIST

Where required at hall entry; leave them neatly.

Use the appropriate side door; step over the threshold.
Silence phones; do not interrupt chants or meditation.
Especially halls, ceremonies and people.

No lodging, closed rooms or ritual objects without permission.
Keep temple grounds free of drinking.

Follow the temple’s boundaries and signs.

A secular visit can be respectful without worship.

Gates, halls and symbols: a visual field guide

A Korean temple does not always unfold in one standard order. Different traditions, terrain and rebuilding
histories produce different layouts. Learn a few names so you can notice what is actually there, without assuming

every temple must have every structure.

UZEE - Iljumun - First gate
» Often the first formal gateway: a transition from
ordinary bustle to temple space. Its pillars appear in

a single line from the side; not every entrance has
one.

MX22 - Sacheonwangmun - Four Heavenly
Kings gate
e Guardian figures protect the Buddhist teaching and

the four directions. Their dramatic appearance is
symbolic, not an invitation to climb or touch them.

23 - Daeungjeon + Main Buddha hall

» Acommon name for a principal hall honouring
Shakyamuni Buddha. Some temples use other hall
names or arrangements; read the sign rather than
assuming.

MEH - Seoktap - Stone pagoda

¢ A monument associated with Buddhist relics and
devotion. Observe from the path; do not climb it or
place objects on historic stonework.

CHY - Dancheong - Painted woodwork

» Ornamental polychrome patterns protect and adorn
timber, with repeated flowers and geometry. Look
up at the eaves without entering closed buildings.
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HS - Yeondeung - Lotus lantern

e Lanterns express light and wisdom, especially
around Buddha’s Birthday. Do not assume a display
marks a ceremony open to all visitors.
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A2 . Yeonkkot - Lotus flower

» The flower rising from muddy water is associated
with purity and awakening. It appears in painting,

sculpture and lantern design.

HEZ .- Beomnyun - Dharma Wheel

e Awheel represents Buddhist teaching; eight spokes
commonly evoke the Noble Eightfold Path. Designs
and settings vary.

Okx} - Manja - An ancient Buddhist symbol

» The small /H sign has a long Buddhist history in Asia
and may mark a temple on signs or maps. In this
religious context it is not an endorsement of Nazi
ideology. Interpret it sensitively and in context.

What it is

How to read it

Korean Romanisation
=g [ljumun

MHMYE  Sacheonwangmun
22X Daeungjeon

ME}L Seoktap

Chd Dancheong

as Yeondeung

A3 Yeonkkot

HE Beomnyun

atx} Manja

COLOUR UNDER THE ROOF

First gate

Four Heavenly
Kings gate

Main Buddha
hall

Stone pagoda

Painted
woodwork

Lotus lantern

Lotus flower

Dharma Wheel

An ancient
Buddhist
symbol

Often the first formal gateway: a transition from ordinary bustle to
temple space. Its pillars appear in a single line from the side; not every
entrance has one.

Guardian figures protect the Buddhist teaching and the four directions.
Their dramatic appearance is symbolic, not an invitation to climb or
touch them.

A common name for a principal hall honouring Shakyamuni Buddha.
Some temples use other hall names or arrangements; read the sign
rather than assuming.

A monument associated with Buddhist relics and devotion. Observe
from the path; do not climb it or place objects on historic stonework.

Ornamental polychrome patterns protect and adorn timber, with
repeated flowers and geometry. Look up at the eaves without entering
closed buildings.

Lanterns express light and wisdom, especially around Buddha’s
Birthday. Do not assume a display marks a ceremony open to all visitors.

The flower rising from muddy water is associated with purity and
awakening. It appears in painting, sculpture and lantern design.

A wheel represents Buddhist teaching; eight spokes commonly evoke the
Noble Eightfold Path. Designs and settings vary.

The small rE sign has a long Buddhist history in Asia and may mark a
temple on signs or maps. In this religious context it is not an
endorsement of Nazi ideology. Interpret it sensitively and in context.

Dancheong and lantern light

tHY (dancheong) draws the eye upward: repeated colours, flowers and geometric patterns give timber buildings
a distinctive rhythm. S (yeondeung), often lotus-shaped, evokes light and wisdom. These are meaningful parts
of a living tradition, not simply a decorative photo backdrop.
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Look without intruding Symbols need context

» Admire eaves from a public path. Avoid stepping e The lotus can suggest purity and awakening; the
into closed spaces for a better angle or leaning Dharma Wheel points to Buddhist teaching. Meaning
equipment against painted timber. is richer than a single caption.

» Lantern displays and Buddha’s Birthday ¢ The small Buddhist manja sign has ancient Asian
celebrations can draw large crowds. Follow religious usage. Explain it sensitively in its temple
ceremony access and photography notices; a display context rather than confusing it with Nazi ideology
does not promise public programme participation. or using it as gratuitous decorative art.

Dancheong woodwork. Lotus-shaped lanterns.

BEYOND A CASUAL VISIT
What a Templestay can include

Templestay opens a structured window into monastic life. Depending on the programme, you might encounter
meditation, 0ll2 (yebul, chanting ceremony), tea practice or CtM (daseon), vegetarian temple food and
sometimes 108 bows. None of these is universal or guaranteed: a rest-focused programme and an experiential
programme may be quite different.

Check the actual programme Let the temple set the rhythm

» Book through the official listing. Check the current o Early starts, shared facilities and quiet periods may
fee, language, arrival time, schedule, cancellation be part of the experience. Respect programme
policy, room arrangements and what is included. instructions and the community’s working religious

» Ask about mobility, floor sitting, dietary needs and life.
any ritual you may prefer to observe rather than ¢ Do not expect hotel-style service, unlimited access
perform. Vegetarian temple food is not or an unannounced walk-in meal. A photographed
automatically free from every allergen. bowl of temple food here illustrates the idea, not a

promised Geumsunsa or Jingwansa menu.

I
it
P I

Temple food. A quiet room for rest.
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Official Templestay booking and temple finder -

CHOOSE YOUR DEPTH

Casual visit, day programme or overnight?

Choose the experience that fits your time, comfort and interest. Checking practical arrangements in advance is
an act of respect, not an unnecessary formality.

Casual temple visit Guided day programme

» Public grounds and any permitted halls; observe e Abooked, time-limited activity with the listed
architecture and religious life respectfully. No language, fee and content. Confirm whether food or
presumed meals, guided instruction or access to teaisincluded and how much participation is
lodging. expected.

Overnight Templestay

» Areserved stay following the temple’s schedule and
facilities. Check rooms, meals, wake-up times,
transport and cancellation before paying.

Temple visit checklist

O Choose the — A casual visit, guided day programme and overnight Templestay have different access,
right visit booking and meal arrangements.

O Confirm date, — Use the official programme listing and ask about current availability, language,
language & fee timing, cancellation and any mobility needs.

O Ask aboutfood &  — Confirm meals and dietary needs; vegetarian food is not an allergy guarantee. Ask
participation what is optional and what the programme includes.

O Arrive — Bring modest comfortable clothing and easy-to-remove shoes. Keep voices low and follow

respectfully the temple’s posted visitor boundaries.

MOUNTAINS, WITH SPACE TO PAUSE

Three thoughtful combined outings

These are themes to plan, not guaranteed routes or timed packages. Save the actual temple approach and return
transport; slopes, stairs and schedules remain part of the day.

Jingwansa + Eunpyeong Hanok Village Ui train + your chosen Bukhansan trek

» An approachable cultural pairing: a respectful ¢ Seek hiking-centre advice first. Add Doseonsa only if
temple visit, residential hanok streets and a gentle its uphill approach and permitted visitor areas fit
open path if conditions suit. Keep voices low near your confirmed course and daylight. It is not a trivial
homes and do not presume a temple-food lunch walk from the rail platform.

without booking.

Geumsunsa, deliberately booked
» Letan official day or overnight Templestay be the
anchor. Follow arrival instructions and allow a

comfortable approach instead of squeezing it after
an exposed summit.
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SOURCES

Sources & verification - Visiting Korean Temples: Etiquette,
Bowing & Symbols

Reviewed October 2026. Check KNPS notices, reservations and temple programme pages before every visit.

e \Visit Korea: Jingwansa
https://english.visitkorea.or.kr/svc/contents/contentsView.do?vcontsld=89135

e Visit Korea: Seoul Doseonsa
https://english.visitkorea.or.kr/svc/contents/contentsView.do?vcontsld=85605

e Official Templestay: temples and booking
https://www.templestay.com/en/main/view.do

e Geumsunsa: official Templestay programme finder
https://geumsunsa.templestay.com/en/MI000000000000000062/templestay/prgList.do

e Official Templestay: etiquette FAQ, greetings and hall entry
https://www.templestay.com/fe/MI000000000000000063/board/B0O00000049/list.do

e Visit Korea: Daeheungsa Templestay explanation of hapjang and banbae
https://english.visitkorea.or.kr/svc/contents/contentsView.do?dataSetld=249&menuSn=923&vcontsld=247516

e Official Templestay: Naksansa visitor etiquette
https://www.templestay.com/en/MI000000000000000019/temple/introView.do?pagelndex=1&templeld=Naksansa

Settle Seoul sample PDF - pilot design for editorial review. Editorial guidance, not legal, immigration or medical advice — confirm
requirements with the responsible office (1345 Immigration Contact Center, HiKorea). Photographs credited by name are by the
photographer named; other images are original Settle Seoul artwork. Corrections: support@settleseoul.com -
www.settleseoul.com/downloads
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