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Explore Seoul by theme, not
checklist.

A small, coherent day usually creates a stronger sense of place than racing between famous sites.
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3. Mangwon Market and a Hangang sunset
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6. Pick the trip that fits the day

Links in this PDF open the official source or the online guide. Opening hours, prices, programmes and access rules change — confirm with
the responsible operator before you travel.
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THE ESSENTIALS

e Choose one anchor activity, one meal, and one open-ended walk.
e Check weather, air quality, and last transport before leaving.
e Save the Korean destination and return stop.

I Adapted from the Settle Seoul 2027 digital edition, pages 73, 74.

I Official routes: Seoul public transportation - Seoul Safety Nuri - Seoul Foreign Portal.

WEEKENDS

Four ways to spend a Seoul Saturday

Pick a theme and let the day stay small enough to enjoy.

old Seoul River Seoul

» Palace or city-wall section. e Choose one Hangang park and arrive by public

» One traditional neighbourhood or market. transport.

» Amuseum, tea house, or quiet walk that adds » Walk, cycle, picnic, or watch the evening change.
context. e Check weather, air quality, bike availability, and last

transport.

Mountain Seoul Neighbourhood Seoul

» Select a route that matches fitness, weather, e Choose one station and walk without chasing a
daylight, and footwear. ranked list.

» Carry water, charged phone, and an offline route. ¢ Combine a market, bookshop, cafe, park, or gallery.

» Start early and turn back before conditions become ¢ Spend locally and respect residential streets.
unsafe.
Better weekend

Choose one anchor activity, one meal, and one open-ended walk. Leave enough time to discover something
unplanned.

ITINERARY - OLD SEOUL

The city wall and a quiet tea afternoon
Joseon-era Seoul on foot, without the tour-bus crowds. Allow about half a day at an easy pace.

1. Anchor - Naksan wall walk — Start at Hyehwa Station (8{2}<, Line 4) and follow the Seoul City Wall (3t=A)
over Naksan (4) down to Heunginjimun (£¢!X|£) near Dongdaemun. The path is paved, with views back
across the old city.

2. Meal - Tea and something small — Take the subway west to Anguk (2t=%) or Gyeongbokgung (2539) and
pick a traditional tea house (HEX%!) in Bukchon or Seochon. Order a seasonal tea and a plate of rice cakes
().

3. Open walk - Seochon alleys — Wander west of Gyeongbokgung through Seochon (A&1Z): small bookshops,
stationers and the lanes towards Tongin Market (82! A1&). Bukchon homes are residential; keep voices low.

Check first
Bukchon's Red Zone restricts visitors from 17:00 to 10:00. Palaces close one day a week, so check before you go.

Hanok stays and traditional neighbourhoods —
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ITINERARY - RIVER SEOUL

Mangwon Market and a Hangang sunset
A local riverside evening that costs little and needs almost no planning. Arrive mid-afternoon.

1. Meal - Graze through Mangwon Market — From Mangwon Station (22, Line 6) walk to Mangwon Market
(LRIA|E) for street food: noodles, fried chicken pieces (55Z8) or hotteok (). Many stalls are cash-friendly.

2. Anchor - Mangwon Hangang Park — Walk about 15 minutes to Mangwon Hangang Park (&2 3tZ3#), or rent
a Seoul public bike, Ddareungi (I+£0]), and ride along the river as the bridges light up.

3. Open walk - Mangwon-ro cafés — On the way back, drift along the side streets of Mangwon-dong and
Yeonnam-dong for a small café or design shop.

Check first
Look at the air-quality forecast and the last train home. Take your rubbish with you; park bins fill up fast on warm
evenings.

Coffee in Korea - find a café for the walk home —

ITINERARY - MOUNTAIN SEOUL
Inwangsan's granite ridge
A real summit reachable by subway, with the fortress wall alongside. Inwangsan is 338 m; allow two to three

hours up and down.

1. Anchor - Climb Inwangsan — Start from Dongnimmun Station (5& &9, Line 3) and follow the signs for
Inwangsan (2! &4 along the city wall. The upper section has steep stone steps; wear shoes with grip.

2. Meal - A trailhead lunch — Back near Muak-dong or Sajik-dong, look for a simple Korean restaurant serving
soft tofu stew (=55 M 7H) or acorn jelly (=E2|5F), classic after-hike food.

3. Open walk - Over to Buam-dong — If your legs have more in them, descend towards Buam-dong (£&&) for
a quieter café with valley views, then a bus back into town.

Check first
Carry water and a charged phone, start early, and turn back in heat, rain, ice or failing light. In an emergency, call
119.

Hiking in Seoul - choose your mountain day —

ITINERARY +- NEIGHBOURHOOD SEOUL
Mullae's metal workshops and art studios

Industrial Seoul and its creative scene side by side. Best on a weekday afternoon or Saturday, when both are
active.

1. Anchor - Mullae Art Village — From Mullae Station (£21<, Line 2) walk into Mullae Creative Village (22i& %
Z), where working metal shops share alleys with small galleries and studios. Workshops are workplaces; ask
before photographing people.

2. Meal - Lunch in a converted workshop — Many of the lanes now hold small restaurants, bakeries and bars in
former factory buildings. Pick one that looks busy with locals.

3. 0pen walk - Dorimcheon stream — Finish with a slow walk along Dorimcheon (£&#) or through Mullae
Park, then continue to Yeongdeungpo if you want shopping.
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Check first
Many workshops close on Sundays, so the area feels very different. Watch for delivery vehicles in the narrow lanes.

Settling-in guide —»

Pick the trip that fits the day

Weather, reservation rules, travel time, and the final local connection matter more than the distance on a map.

Suwon - Hwaseong Fortress (& 21d) Incheon - Open Port & Chinatown

» Line 1 orafaster Mugunghwa/ITX train to Suwon e Line 1toIncheon Station (21X 9), the end of the line.
Station, then a local bus or taxi to Paldalmun (Z% e Chinatown, the Open Port (ZH&%}) streets of 1880s-
=). era buildings, and Jajangmyeon Museum.

» Walk part of the 5.7 km UNESCO fortress wall and o Walk or take a short bus to Wolmido for sea air.

visit Hwaseong Haenggung palace.
Allow a full day; finish at the market streets near

Paldalmun.
Nature Coast and islands
» Bukhansan National Park and city-edge mountains. ¢ Ganghwa Island (Z2%}X): intercity bus from Sinchon;
» Riverside and wetland routes. dolmen sites, fortresses and a slow coastal day.
» Seasonal parks, gardens, and arboretums. e Ferry-linked islands depend on weather and tides;

check sailings the morning you go.
e Seafood, beaches and walking routes; bring cash for
smallisland shops.

Plan well

Official opening and reservation rules.
Last return connection.
Weather, clothing, payment, and meal options.

Accessibility and language support.

Do not strand the day
Check the last bus, train, or ferry before departure, then save the Korean destination and return stop.

Settle Seoul article PDF. Editorial guidance, not legal, immigration or medical advice — confirm requirements with the responsible office
(1345 Immigration Contact Center, HiKorea). Photographs credited by name are by the photographer named. Corrections:
support@settleseoul.com - Read online - www.settleseoul.com/downloads
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