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D-8, OASIS and Startup Korea
visas, explained.

The three main ways to found a company in Korea, in plain language, and the immigration

application form translated field by field.
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THE ESSENTIALS

e D-8is the business visa family. D-8-1 is for investors who bring at least #100 million. D-8-4 is for
technology founders.

e OASIS s a free government training programme. Its courses earn the points (60 or more) that D-8-
4 usually needs.

e The Startup Korea Special Visa, D-8-4(S), swaps the points test for a business evaluation and a
Ministry of SMEs and Startups recommendation. It opens in rounds.

* Inside Korea, every change or extension uses the same Integrated Application Form (SgA& Al).
It's translated field by field below.

I Official routes: /forms - /guide - /articles/registering-a-business-in-seoul.

THE BIG PICTURE

Three routes, one visa family

Most foreign founders end up on a D-8 visa. The sub-code depends on what you bring: money,
technology, or a selected business plan.

Choose D-8-1 if Choose D-8-4 if
» You can remit at least #100 million from abroad. e You have a bachelor's degree (or a Korean
» You want to run a foreign-invested company in associate degree).
any lawful industry. e Your business is built on technology you can file
» You don't have patents or a technology a patent, utility model or design for.
product. ¢ You can spend a few months on OASIS courses.

Try D-8-4(S) if

* You have a strong technology startup but lack a
degree or points.

» You can pitch to an evaluation panel.

» Arecruitment round is open on K-Startup.

D-8-1 (corporate investor) is about capital. You invest #100 million or more from abroad and run the
company that receivesiit.

D-8-4 (technology startup) is about ideas. You found a technology-based corporation and prove it with
intellectual property and training points, usually earned through OASIS.

D-8-4(S) (Startup Korea Special Visa) is about selection. A government panel evaluates your plan; if
recommended, you skip the degree and points rules.

D-10-2 (startup preparation) is the waiting room. It lets you stay while you earn OASIS points or
prepare the company.
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INVESTOR
D-8-1in plain language
Bring money, make it a company, show it's real.

1. Report the investment — File a foreign investment report (2|=2IEX2111) with a foreign-exchange
bank or Invest KOREA before sending money.

2. Send the money — Remit at least #100 million from abroad. Cash carried in or money already in
Korea generally doesn't count.

3. Set up the company — Incorporate at the court registry, register with the tax office, then register as a
foreign-invested company.

4. Apply — Apply at a Korean consulate (visa) or immigration office (change of status) with the
documents in KOTRA's current Visa Guide.

At renewal
Immigration checks that the business is operating: office, sales, tax filings, sometimes staff. A paper
company with the money withdrawn is a common reason for refusal.

OASIS and D-8-4 in plain language

OASIS stands for Overall Assistance for Start-up Immigration System. Think of it as a points course run
by government-designated centres.

Typical D-8-4 documents (per OASIS) Where OASIS runs

» Integrated Application Form and passport. e KIPA, 131 Teheran-ro, Gangnam-gu -

» Residence card, if you have one. oasis@kipa.org - 02-3459-2850.

» Degree certificate (apostilled or consular- * Seoul Global Center and Seoul Business Agency
confirmed). programmes.

» OASIS certificates showing 60+ points. e Other designated centres; the OASIS site lists

» Corporate registration certificate and business current courses.

registration certificate.

» Patent, utility model or design registration or
application.

» Proof of business premises.

According to OASIS, you need at least 60 points including at least one required item. Required items
are typically a registered or filed patent, utility model or design. Other points come from courses on
intellectual property and starting a business, mentoring, and startup competitions. Courses are free,
and some run in English.

You also need a degree: a bachelor's or higher from abroad, or an associate degree or higher from
Korea, unless a central government agency recommends you. And you must have set up a corporation
(|2l), not a sole proprietorship.
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If your current visa ends while you're still collecting points, OASIS describes D-10-2 as a six-month
startup-preparation status that can be extended.

Startup Korea Special Visa, D-8-4(S)

Launched by the Ministry of SMEs and Startups in November 2024 for founders of technology startups
who don't fit the points model.

Before you apply Don't assume
» Check the open round and its deadline on K- e That recommendation equals a visa.
Startup. Immigration still decides.

» Prepare a business plan focused on technology e That the evaluation is in English. Check the
and growth in Korea. announcement.

» Confirm whether the round accepts applicants e That past round rules still apply.
still abroad.

Instead of degree and OASIS points, applicants go through a business evaluation. If the panel
recommends you, the Ministry's recommendation supports a D-8-4 application at immigration.

Recruitment happens in rounds announced on the K-Startup portal and the Ministry's site. Eligibility
details, such as team composition, technology focus and documents, are set in each announcement, so
read the current one rather than relying on older summaries.

FIELD BY FIELD

The Integrated Application Form, translated

Inside Korea, a change of status to D-8 or D-10, an extension or a new residence card all use the
Integrated Application Form (S48 X{), annex form No. 34 of the Immigration Act Enforcement Rules.
It's printed in Korean and English; here's what each part asks. Applying from abroad uses the separate
Visa Application Form (AFS2ZAAA).
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1. MM A2 Type of application . Q1M At Personal details
» 2|72l S5 - Foreign resident registration: your A Surname / & Given names: exactly as in your
first residence card. passport.
» HF7|2t HES{It - Extension of sojourn period: MHA2 Y Date of birth, 4 Sex (2 M/ F), 35
renew D-8 or D-10-2. Nationality.
o MFXtH HZAS It - Change of status of sojourn: Q=2USEMS Foreign resident registration
e.g. D-10-2 — D-8-4, or D-2 — D-10-2. Write the number, if you have one.
AE xHH (status applied for). 043 t3 Passport No., (i 2R} Issue date,
o HNIFEXtH 20| - Granting of status: for people o# 277t Expiry date.
born in Korea or who lost another status.
» MFXHA 2 ES35{7t - Engage in activities not
covered by status.
» 22X HZ-FIL - Change or addition of
workplace.
» U2t - Re-entry permit; HIFX| HZAAD -
Change of address; SEAte HZA LD - Change
of registration information.
3 . Z2X: Workplace

. A -2t Address and contact
L

(|

re

Hetal= L =2 Address in Korea.

T3t #H S Telephone No. and HCi F3t Cell phone
No.

23 =2 Address in home country, with T3}
= phone number.

HX2™ E-mail.

. 7|E}: Other

= MH 7|2t Intended period of re-entry:
only if applying for a re-entry permit.
BhetE A ZHHS Refund account No.: for
refunding fees if refused.

AX 2l Date of application and 210l M =
Signature or seal.

ol
—

rr

The back page (3&%, For official use) is for
immigration staff. Leave it blank.

About this translation

¢ 27X Current workplace and AIEXIEEHS
its business registration number.

o™ 22X New workplace: for D-8, your own
company, with its registration number.

X Occupation, e.g. company representative
(CHE).

A AE2 Annual income, in ten-thousand-
won units (2t#) on recent versions.

The English labels follow the form's own printed English; explanations are Settle Seoul's. Download the
current form from HiKorea, as layouts change. Many applications must be booked in advance at

hikorea.go.kr.
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NEXT STEPS

Once you hold a D-8

The visa is the start. Immigration renews it only if the company keeps operating.

Keep Free help

» Taxfilings (VAT and corporate tax) up to date. e Immigration Contact Center: 1345 (English).

» Lease and office evidence. ¢ Invest KOREA and KOTRA foreign investment

» Records of sales, contracts and staff. consultations.

» Your address and company details current with ~ ® Seoul Global Center business consultations.
immigration. e OASIS centres for D-8-4 mentoring.

Registering a business in Seoul: tax office steps and form —

SOURCES

Sources & verification - D-8, OASIS and Startup Korea visas,
explained

Reviewed 10 November 2026. Check the official links before relying on dates, fees or rules.

OASIS - Global Start-up Immigration Center

https://www.oasis-kipa.kr/eng/

OASIS - D-8-4 and D-10-2 visa documents

https://www.oasis-kipa.kr/eng/visas.html

Ministry of SMEs and Startups - Startup Korea Special Visa
https://mss.go.kr/site/eng/ex/bbs/View.do?bcldx=1054489&cbldx=244

K-Startup portal

https://www.k-startup.go.kr/

InvestKOREA - Visas by status of stay
https://www.investkorea.org/ik-en/cntnts/i-358/web.do

KOTRA - 2026 Visa Guide for Investing in Korea
https://openknowledge.kotra.or.kr/handle/2014.0ak/33899

HiKorea - Immigration application forms (Integrated Application Form)
https://www.hikorea.go.kr/board/BoardApplicationListR.pt?locale=EN

Immigration Act Enforcement Rules, annex forms (law.go.kr)
https://www.law.go.kr/LSW/IsBylinfoPLinkR.do?lsiSeq=&lsNm=%EC%B6%9C%E C%9E%85%EA%B5%AD%EA%B4%80%EB%A6%ACY%EB%B
2%95+%EC%8B%9ICY%ED%96%89%EA%BT7%9C%EC%BI%99&byIN0o=0034&byIBrNo=00&by|Cls=BF

Settle Seoul article PDF. Editorial guidance, not legal, immigration or medical advice — confirm requirements with the
responsible office (1345 Immigration Contact Center, HiKorea). Photographs credited by name are by the photographer
named. Corrections: support@settleseoul.com - Read online - www.settleseoul.com/downloads
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https://www.oasis-kipa.kr/eng/
https://www.oasis-kipa.kr/eng/visas.html
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https://www.settleseoul.com/articles/d8-oasis-startup-korea-visas
https://www.settleseoul.com/downloads

